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General Rules

It is the participant's responsibility to understand the rules and register in the correct division.
· Participants must comply with all competition rules.
· A participant will be disqualified if they knowingly register in a lower division than they actually belong to.
· Participants caught cheating will be disqualified and banned from future competitions.
· The division must be specified for each category at the end of the application form. Once registered, the division can only be changed with direct permission from the Nail Open Supervisor.
· Participants must register in the highest division for which they qualify. Note: Hands-on and submitted nail art competitions are divided.
· DKF is not responsible for verifying that each participant registers in the correct division.
· Competition fees are non-refundable.
Photographic Material
· All images and videos taken by DKF and competition staff, or by external contractors hired by DKF, can be freely used without compensation to participants and models.
Model Requirements
· Participants must use a "live" model (practice hands are not allowed) and are responsible for bringing their own models.
· Both the participant and the model must be at least 18 years old in all divisions.
General Competition Rules
· DKF is not responsible for ensuring that the participant understands the rules.
· Smoking and alcohol consumption are not allowed in the competition area.
· Mobile phones, smartwatches, etc., must be in flight mode, and neither the participant’s nor the model’s phone should be on the table.
· The use of an electric file is allowed in all competitions.
· Communication with others during the competition is not permitted.
Access to the Competition Area
· Participants may only enter the competition floor when it is open for setup. If competing in a subsequent competition, the table may remain, but participants must leave the floor until setup permission is granted by the floor judge or supervisor.
Translation and Communication
· Participants who do not understand Danish or English must arrange for their own translator.
· The translator must ensure the participant understands all general and specific rules for the competitions they are entering.
· The translator must be present during the briefing and be available near the competition if communication is needed.
Briefing and Preparation
· All competitions begin with a briefing 15 minutes before the start.
· All participants and models must be present during the briefing.
· After the briefing, participants may no longer touch the model's hands. Violations result in a deduction of 5 points from the score sheet.
Product and Table Preparation
· Table setup is allowed during the briefing.
· All products used must be clearly labeled (handwritten labels are permitted).
· Each participant must bring their own lamp, UV/LED, electric file, and extension cord.
· DKF provides one power socket per participant.
· Only products displayed at the start of the competition may be used during the competition.
Specific Competition Rules
· It is not allowed to use tools like stickers or sticks to create the smile line; adjustment with a brush is allowed.
· When time is up, the participant must stop working, and the model must go to the judging area.
· Touching the model’s nails after time has expired results in a 10-point deduction.
· Models may not wear jewelry on wrists or fingers during judging.
· It is the participant's responsibility to ensure that the model understands they must be judged by all judges.
· The model may not leave the judging area until judging is complete.
· Models who leave the judging area early will be disqualified.
Scoring and Decision
· In the event of a tie among the top 3, the head judge will determine the result.
· The head judge's decision is final.
· Score sheets will be available to participants after the award ceremony.
· If a competition has only four participants, only a first place will be awarded.
· A minimum of three participants is required to hold a competition.
Safety and Restrictions
· The use of lamps or heaters that could ignite is prohibited on the competition floor during application or curing.
· Participants may bring a small trolley for extra table space if needed.
· An open box for organizing products on the table is allowed.
Conduct During Competition and Judging
· The model may not be touched by anyone while in line for the judges.
· After the briefing, the model’s hands must rest on the table, and the participant’s hands should be on their lap under the table.
· If fewer than five participants are registered for a competition, it will be canceled.

Division Rules
Hands-on Competitions: Acrylic, Gel, Stiletto, Salon & Soak-off, Soak-off Fashion Design, French Twist
Division 1
· For participants who have never won a placement in any internationally recognized hands-on competition.
Division 2
· For participants who have achieved a placement in an internationally recognized hands-on competition or who are instructors for a nail brand.
Division 3
· For participants who have won first place in an internationally recognized hands-on competition.
Note: If you have previously participated in a specific division in a competition, you cannot move down to a lower division in future competitions.
Submitted Nail Art Competitions: Mixed Media
Division 1
· For participants who have never won a placement in any internationally recognized submitted nail art competition.
Division 2
· For participants who have achieved a placement in an internationally recognized submitted nail art competition or who are instructors for a nail brand.
Division 3
· For participants who have won first place in an internationally recognized submitted nail art competition.
Note: If you have previously participated in a specific division in a competition, you cannot move down to a lower division in future competitions.
What is an Internationally Recognized Competition? An internationally recognized competition is defined as one where at least 50% of the judges come from a country other than the one where the competition is held.
Proof of Division
· Participants must be able to present proof of their division at all competitions if asked.
· The participant is responsible for registering in the correct division and must provide documentation that the selected division is correct if required.
Note: A participant will be automatically disqualified if they deliberately register in a lower division than the one they genuinely belong to.
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