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Stiletto Competition

This is a competition where you will work on only one hand to create stiletto nails, allowing you to showcase your creativity through nail art. You may choose the product (gel, acrylic, poly-gel), but the nails must be sculpted using a form – tips are not allowed. You have 2 hours to complete the task.
NOTE: It is up to you which hand you wish to work on for the competition.


Rules

This competition combines nail art elements with the technical aspects of nail structure. Participants will be judged on both technical and artistic qualities.
· The nails must follow the traditional stiletto shape, with a pointed end.
· Participants can use products in any color, including glitter.
· Design elements may be encapsulated in the nail and/or applied on the nail surface, but must not exceed 5 millimeters in height.
· Participants must not pre-prepare their forms before the start of the competition.
· Participants can add paint and rhinestones as additional artistic elements on top of the nail. However, hand-painted elements account for only 20% of the total artistic evaluation.
· The nails will be judged according to the same criteria as other nail art competitions.
· The application must reflect the participant’s own style and skills.
· A gel sealer or topcoat must be applied.
· Pinching tools and C-curve sticks are allowed.
· Stickers and pre-made nail art are not allowed.
· All nail art must be completed during the competition.
· All general rules apply to this competition (READ THEM!).

Judging Criteria

Convex Surface
· The nail surface must be free of irregularities.
· The nail surface should appear symmetrical throughout.
Concave Surface
· The inner part of the nail or the tunnel at the free edge should be fully symmetrical and concentric.
Arch & Apex
· The highest point of the nail (apex) must not be exaggerated.
· The apex should have a gradual slope, consistently positioned on each nail.
· The arch, including the apex, must not be overly prominent or too flat.
· The arch should not be too far forward or back when viewed from the profile.
Free Edge Thickness
· The free edge should be consistently thin and have the same thickness on the sidewalls and the middle of the nail.
· The free edge should not exceed 1.5 mm in thickness until it reaches the tip of the fingertip from the underside.
Sidewalls
· The free edge should extend straight out from the lateral nail folds and start tapering to a point as it leaves the nail plate.
· The nail should be even on both sides.
· The free edge should have no irregularities.
· The sides of the free edge should feel smooth and appear clean.
Lateral Side Extension
· To judge lateral side extension, view the nail from a profile angle.
· The nail should appear symmetrical, with both sides having equal length.
· No visible areas of the natural nail’s lateral fold should be showing.
Surface Smoothness
· Nails without 3D nail art should have a completely smooth and even surface.
· There should be no file marks or irregularities on the nail.
· If a gel sealer is used, it must be applied to all nails.
Length
· In one-hand competitions, nails are measured from the cuticle to the end of the extension.
· The index, middle, and ring fingers should have the same length.
· The thumb and pinky should have the same length.
Underside
· The underside of the nail’s free edge should be entirely clean.
· There should be no visible dust, debris, or excessive oil.
· If products like gel sealers are used to create a transparent look on the underside, the application should appear smooth without excess product on the skin.
· The product application should be smooth and even.
· If an electric file is used, the free edge should be smooth.
Cuticle Area
· The cuticle and surrounding skin should have no new damage or irritation around the nail.
· There should be no noticeable edges of product near the cuticle.
· The application should be clear, even, and close to the cuticle without touching it.
· The product should not be over-filed and should appear clean.
Product Control
· All color applications should appear completely clean.
· If glitter is used, it should be controlled and without irregularities.
· There should be no air bubbles or impurities in the product.
High Shine Finish
· The nails should have a high gloss that gives a glass-like finish across the entire nail surface.
· The sides, edges, and cuticle area should also have shine.
· Lines or other details in the nail do not count negatively as long as the shine is evident.
· If gel sealers are used, they must be fully cured, and any sticky layer must be removed.
Creativity of Design
· Each nail should have a creative and artistic element that contributes to a cohesive look.
· The nail should feature artistic elements both within the nail and on the surface.
Total Impression
· The assessment is based on the overall impression of the artistic elements represented on each nail.
· No nail should have significantly more or less nail art than others.
Level of Difficulty
· Judged based on the overall difficulty of the nails and the specific division the participant is competing in.
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