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Salon Style

In this competition, you are required to showcase classic French salon nails. This is a one-hand competition, where you may choose the product (gel, acrylic, or acrylic-gel). HOWEVER, YOU MAY ONLY USE ONE SYSTEM! You may also decide whether to use forms or tips. You have 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete the treatment.
NOTE: You will be working on one hand of your choice.

Rules
· Polish Requirements:
Participants must polish the thumb and pinky nails with a creamy red polish. No base coat or ridge filler under the polish, and no top coat on top of the polish is allowed. However, a UV/LED top coat may be applied under the color (also on acrylic).
· Salon Style French Nails:
French nails (pink & white) must be created. Cover pink is allowed. These nails should be made as salon nails, meaning softer edges on square nails. Almond-shaped nails are also allowed.
· Product Choice:
Participants may choose to use acrylic, gel, acrylic-gel, or polygel, but systems must not be mixed.
· Finish:
Water and soap are allowed for finishing touches.
· Forms and Tips:
It is not allowed to pre-prepare forms or tips before the competition. White tips are also not allowed.
· Allowed Materials and Tools:
Files, oil, and cream are allowed. Pinching tools and C-curve sticks are also allowed. UV and LED lamps are allowed on the table, but participants must bring their own.
· General Rules:
General rules also apply to this competition. (READ!)

Judging Criteria
· Convex (Exterior Surface):
The nail’s surface must not have any irregularities. The judge will check the nail from the back-side perspective. The surface should appear symmetrical.
· Concave (Interior Surface):
The free edge should be fully symmetrical and concentric, resembling a smooth tunnel along the entire visible free edge. The interior curve should represent symmetry.
· Arch & Apex:
The apex must not be exaggerated and should have a gradual slope on each nail. The arch should not be too prominent or too flat, and the apex should be positioned correctly from a profile perspective.
· Form Fit / Tip Application:
The nail extension must not have notches or gaps at the sidewalls where the free edge begins. Tips must fit correctly and be placed precisely on the nail, with no gaps between the tip and the natural nail.
· Free Edge Thickness:
The free edge must be consistently thin throughout and should not exceed 1 mm in thickness until it reaches the fingertip.
· Sidewalls:
The free edge must extend straight out from the side folds and be uniform on both sides. The free edge should feel smooth and appear clean.
· Lateral Side Extension:
The extension should follow the natural side wall of the nail. The nail should not tilt up or down from a profile perspective and must be symmetrical on both sides.
· C-Curve:
The C-curves should be between 30% and 50% of a circle and should appear concentric.
· Nail Shape:
The shape of the nails should be consistent and even. The free edge must not be crooked, and nails should align correctly relative to the nail length, not the finger.
· Surface Smoothness:
The nail should be free from file lines and feel smooth to the touch.
· Length:
Each nail will be measured individually. The index, middle, and ring fingernails should have the same length, while the thumb and pinky nails should be 1 mm shorter. The white French section should cover 50% of the free edge.
· High Shine Finish:
Nails without polish should have a shine resembling glass. Edges and the cuticle area should also appear glossy.
· Product Control:
The product application should be even, with a sharp smile line between pink and white. There should be no shadows or bubbles in the product.
· Polish Application:
Apply two coats of polish close to and evenly at the cuticles. There should be no streaks, and polish should not touch the skin. (Gel polish may be used.)
· Cuticle Area:
The cuticle area and skin around the nail must not have cuts, damage, or irritation, and the product should not come into contact with the skin. However, it should be applied close and evenly to the cuticle area.
· Underside:
There should be no visible dust, dirt, water, glue, or excessive oil on the underside of the nail, and the product should be smooth underneath with no excess material.
· Smile Lines:
In all divisions, the smile line must be sharp and symmetrical.
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