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Soak-Off

Soak-Off is a competition where you must apply gel polish to natural nails. The goal is to create beautiful, uniform, and natural-looking nails. On one hand (your choice of which), you need to do a traditional French manicure (NOTE: DO NOT USE COVER PINK), and on the opposite hand, you must apply a traditional red cream polish without shimmer, glitter, pearl, or similar effects. You have 45 minutes for this competition.

Rules

· The treatment must only be performed on natural nails (no extensions allowed).
· All nails in the competition must be polished with gel polish, not regular nail polish.
· Topcoat must be applied as a finishing step.
· All products used for a manicure are allowed.
· One hand must be polished with a solid red color.
· The other hand should have a French manicure with white on the free edge and transparent pink on the nail plate. It is not allowed to use shimmer, cover pink, or pearl effects.
· It is NOT allowed to use structure gel, rubber base, or similar products—only traditional gel polish products that can be soaked off (no hard gels of any kind, even those in bottles).
· It is NOT allowed to use aids for creating the French line. This must be done freehand with a brush.
· All general competition rules also apply (READ!).

Judging Criteria

· Nail Shape
· The shape of the nails must be consistent and uniform.
· The free edge should not be uneven.
· The free edge must extend straight from the nail plate.
· The free edge should be square and symmetrical.
· Cuticle Care
· There must be no damage or irritation around the cuticles.
· The cuticle area should be well-maintained.
· Cuticles should be pushed back and trimmed properly.
· Excessive trimming of cuticles should not occur.
· Underside
· There should be no visible dust or dirt.
· No excess gel product should be present.
· Oil is allowed, but excessive use should be avoided.
· Surface Smoothness
· There should be no file marks on the nail surface.
· The nail should feel smooth as glass without irregularities.
· The product should be applied evenly.
· High Shine
· The topcoat should be glossy across the entire nail surface.
· There should be no spots or inconsistencies in shine.
· All sticky layers must be removed.
· Red Color Application
· The polish should be applied close and even near the cuticles.
· There should be no streaks in the polish.
· The polish should not touch the skin or the underside of the nails.
· Smile Lines
· The product should be even, with a sharp color distribution at the smile line.
· The white color should appear solid.
· There should be no shadows in the smile.
· There should be no air bubbles in the product.
· Product Application
· The product should be applied evenly.
· There should be no shadows.
· There should be no air bubbles in the product.
· The product should not touch the skin.
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